August 19, 2010
Mr. Charles Welch, Supervisor
Land Use Regulation Program

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 

PO Box 439 

Trenton, NJ  08625-0439 

Re:  
CAFRA File #1512-08-0020.1 CAF080001

Freshwater Wetlands File #1512-08-0020.1 FWW 080001


Flood Hazard Area Hardship Exception File #1512-08-0020.1


FHA 080001


OAL Docket #ELUCA 10995-2009S 

Dear Mr. Welch,

I ask that the NJDEP deny the above referenced proposed settlement and issuance of any and all permits from the Division of Land Use Regulation for the Railroad Avenue Connector Road project in Lacey Township.

The NJDEP denied this application in March of 2009 and has not received adequate information to reverse the decision. No NEW information has been submitted by T&M Associates or Lacey Township which has significantly changed their application nor brought it into compliance with the Rules on Coastal Zone Management.  A reconsideration of the information under a new administration is not sufficient.
My reasoning behind my request for the denial of permits for this roadway include but are not limited to the following points:
The Coastal Zone Management Regulations specifically:
· Refer to improving existing infrastructure before building new roadways. The upcoming improvement to the intersection of Rte 9 & Lacey Rd, traffic analysis incorporating the recent widening of the GSP,  the intersection upgrades to Rte 9/Sunrise Blvd and Rte 9/Laurel Blvd, recommended improvements to the Rte 9 corridor made by the NJDOT in the Rte 9 Corridor Coalition and Signalization Study commissioned by the Lacey Rail Trail Environmental Committee, are all alternatives to alleviate traffic that easily outweigh any traffic diversions to Railroad Avenue or the loss of Public Open Space.  
· Protect Public open space. This railroad corridor has been used as a public trail since the railroad tracks were removed and it continues to provide a much needed safe, non-motorized alternative mode of transportation spanning 5 municipalities.  Any suggestion that placing a roadway within this corridor could provide the same opportunity for pedestrians is not in the interest of public health, safety and welfare.  There have been more pedestrian injuries and fatalities in Ocean County then ever before and the primary factor is the less than adequate pedestrian safety infrastructure available in our communities.  
· The future health of Barnegat Bay is a factor.  This application has been extended towards Cedar Creek, a Category One waterway and tributary to the Bay. Stormwater runoff, impacts to wetlands, reduced buffers and habitat are secondary impacts that must be avoided through denial of this project. No hardship exception should be permitted for any reason.   Barnegat Bay is an important natural resource in Ocean County.  Permits, exceptions and any waivers that will impact this resource will be detrimental to the future health of the bay.  
 For all of these reasons, you must deny this project permit. 

Respectfully,
