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Contact:  Helen Henderson 732.575.5701

Lanoka Harbor, Ocean County:  The Lacey Rail-Trail Environmental Committee is helping to spread the word about an elderly widow’s plight to save her home from the bulldozer. 

After 10 years of advocacy to preserve the rail-trail from roadway development, members of the non-profit organization are no strangers to preservation issues and can empathize about the potential loss of something you treasure.  But they also say they can’t possibly imagine the feeling of the threat of losing your actual home is.

Mrs. Jones’s house is located on the Western side of Route 9 across from Bay Way.  The Township’s road proposal seeks to create a new intersection at this location.

Rita Jones’s house is “literally marked with an X” said Helen Henderson, Chair of the  organization, referring to Lacey Township’s road plans that simply placed an “X” on Mrs. Jones’s home slated for demolition.  “What a unconscionable thing to do to someone” she said.  
Henderson added “Mrs. Jones was devastated to learn that the Township had submitted road plans - that if approved by the NJDEP - would mean they would take her house”.  

According to Henderson, Mrs. Jones and her husband George had just begun packing boxes to move from their 2nd home in Philadelphia to live full time in their Lanoka Harbor home which they have owned for almost 20 years.  Unfortunately, Mr. Jones became ill and succumbed to cancer in the midst of the turmoil of the Township’s road application.  “It’s all been very hard on her” Henderson stated. “We’re doing all we can to help her through this”.
“Mrs. Jones is a fighter though” added Henderson.  “And we’ll support her in any way we can to save what she loves – her home”. 

The NJDEP had originally twice denied permit applications from the Township to construct a road on the rail-trail.  But now, the NJDEP has done a complete turn-around and proposes to enter into a settlement agreement to reverse the 2nd denial and approve the permits that would allow the Township to move ahead with the road…and the taking of Mrs. Jones’s home. A public comment period on this action is now open until September 17th, 2010. 

To raise public awareness about the issue, the LRTEC and other concerned citizens are assisting in publicizing a preservation event “Save Rita’s” that Mrs. Jones is having at her home on Saturday, September 11th starting at 2:00 p.m. 

There will be a commemoration of the fallen heroes of the United States of America, music by the Porch Pistols, food catered by the German Butcher and George Jones photography on display.
For complete event details visit http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=113494085370333 
 For further details on the Lacey Rail-Trail Environmental Committee and comment period for the proposed NJDEP settlement visit 
www.laceyrailtrail.org
